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MLA Citation Style 
 
  

               

Book Citation       
Place of 

Publication 
Title of book 
Underlined 

 Author  
 
Campbell, David. Why We Vote: How Schools and Communities Shape Our Civic Life. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 2006. 
Date of 

publication Publisher 
 
 
Article Citation  
 

 
Article from a print journal 

 
Adelman, Hallee. “Teaching Online Safety.” Voices From the Middle. March 2004:17-22. 
 

Author Title of article 
in quotations 

Pagination 

Title of Journal 
underlined 

 Date of 
publication  

 
  

Article from an online subscription database (2 authors) 
 
Devine, Jane and Francine Egger-Sider. “Beyond Google: The Invisible Web in the Academic Library.” The 

Journal of Academic Librarianship. July 2004: 265-269. Wilson OmniFile: Full text Mega Edition. Stony 
Brook University Libraries: NY. 24 Oct. 2006 <http://vnweb.hwwilsonweb.com >. 

Name of database  and 
where accessed 

 

URLDate accessed 
 
 
 
Internet/Web Citations 
 

 
One author 

 
Chang, Cindy. “Fantasy Sports? Child’s Play. Here Politics is the Game.” The New York Times on the Web. 23 

Oct. 2006.  25 Oct. 2006.  

Name of website
 

Date 
accessed 

 No author,  
start with title  

No author 
 

“This Day in Technology History: August 20.” History Channel.com. 2002. History Channel. 14 May 2002.   

Date 
published 

Publisher Date 
accessed   
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MLA Citation Style 
 

       
 For complete information on how to cite a source, consult the text below.*  

• Always check with your professor as to which citation style to use.   
• Arrange all items alphabetically by author; if there is no author, use the title. Indent the second and following lines 

5 to 7 spaces.  
• MLA no longed requires the use of URL’s.  You should only include a URL as supplementary information when a 

reader cannot locate the source without it.  Give the URL immediately following the date of access, a period and a 
space.  Enclose the URL in angle brackets, and conclude with a period.  If a URL must be divided between two 
lines, break it only after a slash; do not introduce a hyphen at the break or allow your word-processing program to 
do so.  If possible, give the complete address, including the access-mode identifier (e.g., http, ftp).include the date 
the site was accessed, even if a website contains no date.  

• An important goal of citing sources is for a reader to be able to find and consult the actual source.  
• Because electronic sources are subject to change and error, it is suggested that you print out all sources. 

 
WEBSITES 

 
ARTICLE FROM WEBSITE  
         “City Profile:  San Francisco.”  CNN.com.  2002.  Cable News Network.  14 May 2002.     
BLOG 
            Bartow, Ann.  “Parody Is Fair Use!”  Sivacracy.net.  26 Mar. 2006.  30 Mar. 2006.        
ELECTRONIC VERSION OF AN ENCYCLOPEDIA 

"Fresco Painting."  Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 2005.  Encyclopaedia Britannica. 
  26 Jan. 2005.    
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE  
 Safire, William.  “Never Retire.”  New York Times on the Web.  25 Jan. 2005. 26 Jan. 2005.  
 
 

SUBSCRIPTION DATABASES 
    
CRITICISM ARTICLE   

“Richard Russo.”  in Contemporary Literary Criticism-Select. Literature Resource Center.  Gale Group.  Stony                    
Brook University Libraries, Stony Brook, NY.  25 Jan. 2005.  

JOURNAL ARTICLE 
Tolson, Nancy.  “Making Books Available:  The Role of Early Libraries, Librarians, and Booksellers in the 

Promotion of African American Children’s Literature.”  African American Review 32 1998: 9-16.  JSTOR. 
Stony Brook University Libraries, Stony Brook, NY. 1 Oct. 2002.        

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 
Biersdorfer, J.D.  “Religion Finds Technology.”  New York Times. 16 May  2002.  New York Times.  
 Stony Brook University Libraries, Stony Brook, NY. 20 May 2002.  
    

MLA Parenthetical Citation (in-text citation) 
If author’s name is mentioned in text 

Cite page number(s) in parenthesis after material cited: 
Branscomb argues that “it’s a good idea to lurk (i.e., read all the messages without contributing anything) 
for a few weeks, to ensure that you don’t break any of the rules of netiquette” (7) when joining a listserv.  

If author’s name is not mentioned in text 
Cite author’s last name before the page number(s) in parenthesis:  

The modern world requires both the ability to concentrate on one thing and the ability to attend to more     
than one thing at a time (Bateson 97).    

*MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly Publishing.  New York:  The Modern Language Association of America, 2008.       
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